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WESTON’S RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE 


Presented by The Weston Historical Society — September, 2007 
Updated 2019 


In cooperation with Heritage Toronto 


The growth of Weston from a small 
hamlet in the early 1800s can be 
attributed initially to the mills on the 
Humber River and later to the arrival 
of the railway (1856/1869). By the 
end of World War II, Weston was the 
commercial hub for the area 
northwest of Toronto. 


This self-guided walking tour will 
introduce residential architectural 
styles in present day Weston. 
Although we’ve identified certain 
styles, homes very rarely exhibit a 
“true” style; they usually are 
variations of one or more styles. 


Weston was not built a subdivision at 
a time; it was more like a house ata 
time. Even when original estates or 
farms were broken up into lots and 
streets, one of the things that set 
Weston apart is the variety of houses 
that were built. 


William Tyrrell, Alonzo Wheeler, Herb 
Ackrow, Peter Lindsay, William 
Burrage, and George Sainsbury are 
all architects or contractors who built 
homes, mills and other businesses 
and lived in the area for many years. 


START AT THE MURAL IN THE 
PARKING LOT AT THE SW CORNER 
OF WESTON ROAD & KING STREET 


Streetscape Mural Circa 1907 
Designed by Eric Lee 
Painted by Mario Noviello 


The mural is painted on the south 
wall of the former fire hall, built in 
1949. 


Streetscape landmarks depicted 
are: 


e Town Hall — built by William Tyrrell; 
completed in 1883 at a cost of 
$4861.02 (located where the parking 
lot now is). The building was named 
Dufferin Hall in honour of the 
Governor General. 

e Weston Methodist Church built in 
1887; now Central United Church 

e Little’s Hotel circa 1880 - where 
Shoppers Drug Mart is now 

e 1986 Weston Road (Saltbox style 
building) is one of Weston’s oldest 
structures 

e Weston’s streetcar operated ona 
single track and provided service 
from Church Street to the West 
Toronto Junction from 1895 to 1948 


shapes and sizes. Although not 
heavily decorated as Queen Anne 
houses often are, this 1906 creation 
still has many details that should not go 
unnoticed. 


The verandah has geometric railings to 
accent the simple posts that are in turn 
given extra colour by the use of stone 
and brick. There is a lovely cornice 
over the polygonal bay that stands on 
top of the riverstone foundation that 
goes all the way down to the 
basement. 


The Queen Anne style was popular near 
the end of the Victorian era. One might 
think from the name that the term is 
derived from British or European royalty; 
however, it is believed that the style 
name came from a group of 19" century 
architects led by English architect 
Richard Norman Shaw. 


(2) STYLE: ONTARIO GOTHIC 
COTTAGE 


130 Rosemount was built around 1865 
and although close to the ground has 
the necessary riverstone foundation to 
keep the masonry away from the soil. 


It has the quintessential round-headed 
window with working shutters and a 
lovely transom over the original front 
door. The verandah is also a mainstay 
of this style. 


(3) STYLE: ARTS & CRAFTS 
BUNGALOW 


128 Rosemount is a variation of the 
Arts & Craft Bungalow style but has a 
gabled dormer instead of a shed 
dormer. The use of stone in the 
foundation and sill work, plus the brick 
pattern of the house gives it 
understated but notable 
characteristics of the arts and crafts 
movement. Note the beautiful stained 
glass window beside the front door. 


(4) STYLE: LATE GEORGIAN 
VERNACULAR 


126 Rosemount (56 King) was built 


about 1855 as a single family dwelling 
for Rowland Burr, father-in-law to 
William Tyrrell. 


It is a fine example of a Georgian 
brick house form with the ubiquitous 
central Ontario gable. The original 
facade was totally symmetrical with a 
window over the front entrance and no 
front porch. The stately building is 
made more imposing by sitting ona 
high riverstone foundation. The arch 
radiating voussoirs and single, round- 
headed window (west side) add 
interesting detail. 


It became a private boys school about 
1866. The school moved to Port Hope 
in 1871 and was renamed Trinity 
College School where it still operates 
today. 


(5) STYLE: EDWARDIAN 
CLASSICISM 


124 Rosemount is another splendid 
example of Edwardian Classicism. 
With its shingled gable, large porch 
with columns on brick piers, side bay 
and gable it displays all the 
characteristics of this style. Ithas a 
simple and dignified yet substantial 
presence. Adding to the charm is the 
intriguing brickwork on the chimney 
and the small leaded glass windows. 


(6) STYLE: LATE GEORGIAN 
VERNACULAR 


64 King demonstrates how fine Neo- 
Classical, Italianate, and Gothic 
Revival details can be grafted onto a 
standard Georgian form. William 
Tyrrell built it in 1858. 


The handsome doorway with its 
transom, sidelights and eye catching 
pilasters is a distinctive neo-classic 
feature as it is much more noticeable 
than a Georgian entrance would be. 


Note the hip roof, elaborate 
polychromatic corbelled chimneys, 
and slab /intels over the windows. 
The decorative brackets enhancing 
the cornice give the house an 
Italianate touch. 


This house has been designated as a 
Heritage Structure under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 


(7) STYLE: SECOND EMPIRE 


125 Rosemount is a beautifully 
preserved home built by Alonzo 
Wheeler circa 1894. The mansard 
roof is slightly bellcast. Features to 
note are the curved /intel dormers, 
frieze, finials, heavily ornamented 
window hoods, corbel chimneys, 
working shutters, and fretwork of the 
front porch. 


The verandah on the south side has 
wonderful decorative detailing. The 
fencing has been replaced. This 
home was featured in “Old Toronto 
Houses’. This style is sometimes 
referred to as French Renaissance. 


(8) STYLE: RICHARDSON 
ROMANESQUE 


117 Rosemount has signature 
Romanesque features that save it 
from being too ponderous by topping 
it off with lighter aspects of the 
Queen Anne style. The blend of 
these two forms in Toronto became 
known as the Annex style. 


Built in 1902 for lawyer H.E. Irwin, 
K.C., this house has a riverstone 
foundation and a fairly conventional 
roofline although a good number of 
projections still abound. The string 
course, beautifully arched windows 
and curved hood molds present us 
with eye-catching decorative 
brickwork. 


Arches are a standard in the 
Romanesque style whether they are 
round or elliptical. The leaded glass 
has been replace but the intriguing 
pilasters are repeated in many of the 


windows. The fish scale wood shingles 


in the pediment gable and the wooden 
brackets on the enclosed porch add 
the softer Queen Anne touch. The old 
stable is still standing. 


WALK WEST ON KING STREET OVER THE 
RAILWAY TRACKS TO WESTON ROAD 


Weston’s Public Library - 2 King Street 
has been designated as a Heritage 
Structure under the Ontario Heritage Act. 


Financed by a $10,000 grant from the 
Carnegie Foundation, the library was 
designed by architect Peter Lindsay and 
built by local contractor George 
Sainsbury. On the exterior you will note 
the mosaic tiles and McCausland 
stained glass windows that immortalize 
renowned literary figures. 


ARCHITECTURAL TERMS 


Balustrade — a series of balusters 
(vertical posts connected by a top rail 
and a bottom rail) 


Bargeboard or Vergeboard — 
decorative board at peak of dormer, 


usually sawcut, not carved 


Bellcast — a curved profile that flares 
out at the bottom, such as a lower 
pitch at the bottom of a roof slope 


Bungalow — term originated in India, 
meaning breeze. 1 12 storey homes 
should not be confused with more 
recent use to describe 1 storey ranch 
style bungalow 


Clapboard -overlapping, horizontal 
boards covering timber framed 
exterior wall 


Cornice - is the uppermost section of 
moldings along the top of a wall or just 
below a roof. 


Dormer — a vertical window box that 
projects from a sloping roof and has 
its own roof (most commonly a gable 
roof); derived from the French verb “to 
sleep” 


Eyebrow — roof windows that look like 
eyebrows; rounded at top, flat at the 
bottom 


PROCEED NORTH ON GEORGE ST. TO 
CHURCH ST., EAST ON CHURCH TO THE 
CORNER OF ROSEMOUNT AVENUE 


STYLE: ONTARIO GOTHIC 
REVIVAL 


57 Church Street was built in 1860. “If 
Ontario has an official house style, an 
Ontario vernacular cottage like this one 
would be it”. Houses of this classic 
style can be found throughout Ontario 
and are also referred to as Ontario 
Gothic or Ontario Cottage. It is a 
quaint, 1 1/2 storey gable-end cottage, 
symmetrically balanced with a central 
door and flanked by a window on either 
side. The traditional pointed gable 
over the front door makes it complete. 
The spool work gingerbread trim and 
exterior brick quoining are wonderful 
decorative elements. 


WALK SOUTH ON ROSEMOUNT 
Rosemount Avenue Area 


In the mid 1850s this 10-acre area was 
owned by William Tyrrell, a young Irish 
immigrant. He was Weston’s first 
Reeve. 


Tyrrell built a number of mills, churches 
and homes. He built the first Old Mill at 
the age of 21 and built it again 12 years 
later after it burned down. He also built 
Weston Presbyterian Church in 1881 
and the Town Hall. 


William Tyrrell built a number of the 
small homes on Rosemount for his 
workmen who leased them at nominal 
rates. Some of the streets in this area 
were named after his sons: Robert, 
Grattan and Joseph. 


STYLE: VICTORIAN REVIVAL 
VERNACULAR 


149 Rosemount (built before 1890) 
was once Tyrrell's carpentry shop. 
Although it is a very simplified 
example of the Victorian style it does 
have some typical features of that 
time, namely the riverstone 
foundation, a lovely transom above 
the front door and long narrow 
windows. The fine detailed 
brickwork gives this house its own 
vernacular charm. 


STOP BETWEEN 130 AND 135 
ROSEMOUNT. When you look 
south for the next block, you 


can see at least EIGHT distinct 
architectural 
styles. 


(1) STYLE: QUEEN ANNE 
VERNACULAR 


135 Rosemount combines the 
asymmetrical hanging parapet with a 
segmental window, tall stepped, 
corbel chimneys and side shingled 
gable with a variety of window 


PROCEED SOUTH ON WESTON ROAD TO 
THE NW CORNER OF LITTLE AVENUE 


STYLE: SALT BOX 


1986 Weston Road dates from the 
1860s and is one of the oldest 
buildings in Weston. The structure has 
11⁄2 storeys at the front and 1 storey on 
the back. The pitched roof is short in 
the front and long in the rear. It 
emulates the shape of a wooden 
saltbox kept in colonial 18" century 
kitchens. Originally built as a house, it 
was converted to a store in 1923. 


STYLE: INDUSTRIAL 


3 Little Avenue was built in 1913. It 
housed Weston’s first auto garage, 
owned by Charles Calhoun. 
Embellishments such as the vertical 
pilasters and the decorative brickwork 
near the roof make the plain industrial 
style more interesting. 


PROCEED TO LITTLE AVENUE 
MEMORIAL PARK 


The very large Royal Oak in the park 
was planted by the King Street School 
students to commemorate the 
coronation of King George VI in 1937. 


Historical Plaque 


FOUNDING OF 
E to vic 


attr 


Subsequent to installation of the 
above sign, it was discovered that the 
earliest mill in the area was built in 
1806, not 1792. 


Cenotaph 


Designed by James Shaw, President 
of the local branch of the Canadian 
Legion and built by master 
stonemason James Gove in 1950, this 
riverstone edifice acknowledges 
Weston’s men and women who 
served in World War | and II. 


Sidelights of History — by the 
Etobicoke Historical Society 


The Victorian Design Book (1903) — 
republished by Lee Valley Tools 


Well Preserved (2003) — by Mark 
Fram 


www.ontarioarchitecture.com 


SPECIAL ACKNOWLEGEMENT 


We are indebted to HERITAGE 
TORONTO for their support. 


WESTON HERITAGE 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 


Phase 1 passed in August, 2007. All 
the properties within that area are now 
listed on the Inventory of Heritage 
Properties. This gives Weston a 
unique plan for the future taking into 
account its past. 


We would like to acknowledge the 
work of the Weston Heritage 
Conservation District Board in 
obtaining this milestone. It is through 
the efforts of these individuals that 
many of the houses and streetscapes 
on this tour will have a better chance 
of being here tomorrow and for years 
to come. We wish them luck with 
Phase 2. 


WESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Weston Historical Society has 
promoted a respect for community roots 
and heritage structures. In addition to 
our regular meetings, we conduct 
historical walks, cemetery tours, house 
tours, give slide presentations, and 
maintain a display in the library. 


We have published a Pictorial of 
Weston, Memories of Weston — a 
collection of stories by local residents, 
and just recently republished a 
commemorative souvenir book of the 
high school (1857-1907). We plan to 
publish a companion guide about 
Weston’s architecture. 


We have five membership meetings 
each year: they are held on the first 
Wednesday in February, April, June, 
October and December. 


Visit our office in “Eagle Manor” at 
the NE corner of Weston Road and 
Lawrence Avenue: 


1901 Weston Road, Unit F 
Weston, Ontario M9N 3P1 


coal and wood. Lemaire supplied coal 
to the library when it was new. He was 
also an undertaker for a time and 
served on numerous community 
boards. 


Houses built by Herb Ackrow, John 
Gardhouse’s son-in-law, were a major 
contribution to the development of Fern 
Avenue. He built one for himself, his 
brother-in-law and many other 
members of his family and community. 


John Gardhouse bought all of 
Lemaire’s land on the north side of 
Fern Avenue. Gardhouse was a 
prominent businessman, community 
leader and a successful farmer who 
exhibited livestock at the CNE and 
shipped dray horses by rail to Western 
Canada. He was an esteemed 
livestock judge at fairs and exhibitions 
in North America. 


STYLE: DUTCH COLONIAL 
REVIVAL 


7 & 9 Fern Avenue — These homes 
were built circa 1915. The Gambrel 
roof is the most distinctive feature of 
this style; it has one low steep slope 
and an upper less-steep one on each 
of 2 sides. The Dutch settlers in New 
England were known to build this style 
of home, which gives the look of a 
traditional barn. 


PROCEED EAST TO THE CORNER OF 
GEORGE STREET 


STYLE: EDWARDIAN CLASSICISM 


18 Fern Avenue was built in 1913 for 
John Gardhouse. Features that give 
this lovely home its massive and 
symmetrical feel are the shingles on 
the front pediment gable, the large 
deep porch with classic columns and 
balustrade and the towering 
poilygonal bay and gable at the west 
side. The distinctive oriel window on 
the east side and the bay windows on 
the front add to the overall look 
without taking away from solidity of 
the style. 


This house and barn have been 
designated under the Ontario Heritage 
Act. This style was very popular in 
Ontario after the turn of the century 
and the front gabled house fits well in 
Toronto’s narrow city lots. 


STYLE: LATE VICTORIAN 


57 George Street has many features 
of an Edwardian style house except 
its basic shape. It has a mixture of 
roof styles -- a gabled one at the front 
with the shingled treatment, and a 
hipped roof with a gabled dormer at 
the back. 


It was built in 1894 for prominent 
businessman Lawrence Lemaire. The 
large verandah with its classically 
inspired columns is a common feature 
on the more elaborate Edwardian 
homes. 


Eyebrow Dormer — dormer that has a 
bell curve shape on top and a straight 
horizontal bottom 


Finial — a vertical, pointed element 
primarily for decorative purpose 


Fish scale shingles — scalloped in 
appearance; pattern with regular 


overlapping of tiles or shingles is 
sometimes referred to as imbrication 


Fretwork — ornamental wood trim cut 
with a fretsaw 


Frieze — is a horizontal band that runs 
above doorways and windows or below 
the cornice. The frieze may be decorated 
with designs or carvings. 


Gable — triangular end of a wall above 
the eaves with a peak roof 


Gambrel Roof- has a steeper, lower 
slope and gentler slope towards the 
ridge 


Gingerbread — decorative wood trim 
on gables, porches, eaves and around 
windows or doors; usually made by 
sawn scroll work. 


Half Timbering — walls built of timber 
framework with the spaces filled in by 
plaster or brickwork. Planks are often 
laid at angles to create a decorative 
pattern. 


Hanging Parapet- a portion of the 
wall that projects above a roof that is 


free standing 


Hip Roof — a roof that slopes upward 
on all 4 sides; the line where the two 
slopes of a roof meet is called a hip; 
sometimes referred to as a cottage 
roof. 


Hood Molds — a projecting molding 
found over doors, windows or 
archways; used to direct rain away 
from the opening (sometimes called 
a drip cap or drip mold) 


Keystone - centre stone of a 
masonry arch; usually accompanied 
by wedge shaped arch stones 
(referred to as voussoir) 


Lintel — horizontal support at top of 
door or window 


Mansard —- a roof with double 
slopes, upper is flat or very low pitch, 
lower is nearly vertical on all 4 sides; 
named after French architect 
Francois Mansart 


Oriel Window — a rounded or multi- 
sided bay window that projects from 
the building above ground level 


Pediment — low-pitched gable, 

triangular in shape, used above 
doors, windows, sloping roof, or 
gable ends 


Pilaster — shallow, rectangular 
projection from a wall, primarily 
decorative 


Polychromatic Brickwork — 
brickwork using 2 or more colours 


Portico - a roofed entrance with 
columns and pediment, the open porch 
creates a temple like facade 


Quoin — protruding stone or brick in 
contrasting colour that accentuates an 
exterior corner; sometimes laid so 
faces alternate between large and 
small 


Rafter - is a beam that supports the 
roof of a building 


Reverse or Return Eave — an eave 
that continues at right angles across an 
adjacent wall surface, such as around 
a corner 


Revival — 19" century architecture 


Segmental Window — a gently arched 
window 


Sidelights — a framed window on 
either side of a door or window 


String Course — projecting course 
(either brick, stone or wood) running 
horizontally around a building’s exterior 


Transom — horizontal window above a 
window or doorway 


Tympanum -— area within the pediment 
Veranda or Verandah — covered porch 
Vernacular — buildings in which an 


architectural style has been adapted to 
local materials and climactic conditions 


Voussoirs — wedge-shaped pieces 
forming an arch or vault 
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Riverstone Wall Fences 


The shale of the Humber River was 
used for the foundations of many early 
homes in Weston. In more recent 
times the shale was used to build 
stone fences - one of Weston’s most 
recognizable features. 


“Mining” the Humber today is 
prohibited. 


Sketch by Eric Lee 


PROCEED THROUGH THE PARK TO 
KING STREET CRESCENT 


King Street Crescent Area 


Until 1920 George Verral owned the 
land around King Street Crescent. 


Surrounded by a picket fence, his 
stately Victorian home resided where 
the street is today. George Verral sat 
on the Board of Education and was 
instrumental in getting the original 
Weston High School built on William 
Street. 

The first Weston Times and County of 
York Herald was published from the 
back section of the house. 


STYLE: ARTS & CRAFTS 


3-8-10-12-14 King St. Crescent 


These 1920s homes feature a 
modest design without adornments, 
using natural materials. Distinctive 
elements include a shed dormer, low 
pitch, and broad overhanging gable 
roof covering a wide, deep porch 
with exposed rafters. 


STYLE: TUDOR REVIVAL 


2 King Street Crescent was built 
between 1923 and 1925. The roll 


roof simulates the contours of a 
traditional thatched roof. Features to 
note are the mixture of building 
materials such as stucco, stone and 
half timbering (south side), hooded 
porch entrance with sidelights and 
the eyebrow dormer facing Weston 
Road. 


PROCEED TO WESTON RD & KING ST, 
NORTH ON THE EAST SIDE OF 
WESTON ROAD TO FERN AVENUE - 
STOP BETWEEN 7 & 9 FERN 


Fern Avenue & George Street Area 


Fern Avenue was originally called 
Lemaire Avenue. It was the lane to 
Lawrence Lemaire’s house. He was 
a local merchant who sold lumber, 


